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A Chance Would be 
a Fine Thing: social 
class, crime and young 
people in Britain 2012

Presenting an in-depth case study from her research in the post-industrial Docklands of 
Bermondsey, Gillian explains the factors that are likely to lead young people, and especially 
boys living in certain kinds of working class urban neighbourhoods, to be more likely to 
become involved with crime. She relates these factors to broader social, economic and 
political changes in Britain over the last thirty years and relates these to the explosion of 
riots in English cities in 2011.
You may count this towards your CPD as required by the Law Society of Scotland. Event may be included on Social Workers’ PRTL forms.



About howard league scotland

The Howard League for Penal Reform in Scotland is an independent organisation whose members 
seek improvements to the criminal justice system in Scotland. 

We believe it is time for criminal justice policy and systems to take a different direction, a direction 
with much more reliance on effective community approaches to reducing crime and dealing with 
criminality. A direction with much greater chance of success in reducing crime.

Whilst still committed to Penal Reform — the improvement of Prison conditions and the promotion 
of rehabilitation — the Howard League Scotland is convinced that a steady reduction in the 
numbers of people committed to prison is essential and achievable. Howard League Scotland 
members have extensive experience across all aspects of the criminal justice system in Scotland. 
They have no rosy-eyed view either of the effects of crime nor of the nature of criminality, even in 
its most drastic forms. HLS shares these views with many others, not just in Scotland but across the 
UK. In pursuit of these aims we work closely with our sister organisation — the Howard League for 
England and Wales.

If you share the League’s aims please join us. The subscription is a modest £15 per year (households 
£25 and free for non-taxpayers) which together with donations are used to cover the organisation’s 
running costs.

Please visit our website at www.howardleaguescotland.org.uk for further details.

The Howard League for Penal Reform in Scotland is a registered charity - No. SCO17234

Please note this lecture is free of charge and will start at 6pm sharp.

Gillian Evans studied social anthropology at 
the School of Oriental and African Studies before 
completing her Master’s and PhD degree in the Social 
Anthropology of Children and Child Development in 
the Centre for Child-Focused Anthropological Research 
(CFAR) at Brunel University. 

In 2006, Gillian published an ethnographic monograph 
based on her PhD research about the post-industrial 
docklands of Southeast London, entitled Educational 
Failure and Working Class White Children in Britain.

Gillian lives in London and works at the University of 
Manchester. She holds a Research Council UK Fellowship 
based in the Centre for the Study of Social and 
Economic Change (CRESC). Gillian is undertaking a long-
term study of the planning and delivery of the Olympic 
Legacy in the post-industrial East End of London. Her 
book about this research is entitled London’s Olympic 
Legacy and it will be published in May 2012.


